
How Art Lessons in the Classroom  Aligns with Common Core Standards: ELA

Concept CC ELA 

Standard

Description of Standard Corresponding ALIC 

Lesson

Upper and lowercase letters K.L.1.a. Print many upper and lower case letters. K Lesson 2

Sorting and categories K.L.5.a. Sort common objects into categories to gain a sense of the concepts the 

categories represent.

K Lesson 6

Word usage K.L.5.c. Identify real-life connections between words and their use. K Lesson 3

K Lesson 6

K Lesson 7

Word spacing K.RF.1.c. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print. K Lesson 10

Collaborative conversation K.SL.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about 

kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger 

groups.

K Lesson 2

K Lesson 6

K Lesson 7

Description and detail K.SL.4. Describe familiar people, places, things and events and with prompting and 

support, provide additional detail.

K Lesson 8

Speaking and expressing K.SL.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings and ideas clearly. K Lesson 3

Recalling or gathering 

information

K.W.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from 

experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a 

question.

K Lesson 8

Adjectives 1.L.1.f. Use frequently occurring adjectives. 1st Grade Lesson 6

Sorting words into categories 1.L.5.a. Sort words into categories to gain a sense of the concepts the categories 

represent.

1st Grade Lesson 6

Word usage 1.L.5.c. Identify real-life connections between words and their use. 1st Grade Lesson 3

1st Grade Lesson 6

Description and detail 1.RL.3. Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 1st Grade Lesson 8

Asking and answering questions 1.SL.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or 

information presented orally or through other media.

1st Grade Lesson 4

1st Grade Lesson 8

Description and detail 1.SL.4. Describe people, places, things and events with relevant details, expressing 

ideas and feelings clearly.

1st Grade Lesson 3

1st Grade Lesson 6

1st Grade Lesson 7

1st Grade Lesson 9

Recalling or gathering 

information

1.W.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from 

experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a 

question.

1st Grade Lesson 7

1st Grade Lesson 9

Art Lessons in the Classroom ArtsEd Washington, 2015 www.artsedwashington.org



How Art Lessons in the Classroom  Aligns with Common Core Standards: ELA

Adjectives and adverbs 2.L.1.e Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what 

is to be modified.

2nd Grade Lesson 1

2nd Grade Lesson 2

Word usage 2.L.5.a. Identify real-life connections between words and their use. 2nd Grade Lesson 1

2nd Grade Lesson 2

Comparing and contrasting texts 2.RI.9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts 

on the same topic.

2nd Grade Lesson 4

2nd Grade Lesson 7

Rhythm and meaning of words 2.RL.4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, 

repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.

2nd Grade Lesson 9

Story structure 2.RL.5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including how the beginning 

introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.

2nd Grade Lesson 10

Character, setting, plot 2.RL.7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words in print or digital 

text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.

1st Grade Lesson 5

2nd Grade Lesson 5

2nd Grade Lesson 6

2nd Grade Lesson 10

Collaborative conversation 2.SL.1. Participate in collaborative conversation with diverse partners about Grade 

2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

2nd Grade Lesson 8

Collaborative conversation 2.SL.1.b. Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their comments to the 

remarks of others.

2nd Grade Lesson 5

Describing key events and details 

from a text

2.SL.2 Recount and describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or 

information presented orally or through other media.

2nd Grade Lesson 2

2nd Grade Lesson 3

2nd Grade Lesson 4

2nd Grade Lesson 7

2nd Grade Lesson 8

2nd Grade Lesson 9

Description and detail; speaking 

and conversation

2.SL.4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent conversations.

1 Lesson 5

2nd Grade Lesson 6

2nd Grade Lesson 8

Describing key events and details 

from a text

2.SL2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or 

information presented orally or through other media.

2nd Grade Lesson 10
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Recalling or gathering 

information

2.W.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 

sources to answer a question.

2nd Grade Lesson 1

Verbs 3.L.1.d. Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 3rd Grade Lesson 4

3rd Grade Lesson 5

Adjectives and adverbs 3.L.1.g. Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and 

choose between them depending on what is to be modified.

3rd Grade Lesson 3

Word usage 3.L.5.b. Identify real-life connections between words and their use. 3rd Grade Lesson 1

3rd Grade Lesson 3

3rd Grade Lesson 4

3rd Grade Lesson 5

3rd Grade Lesson 6

Relationship of illustrations to 

text

3.RL.7. Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is 

being conveyed by the words in the story (e.g., create mood, emphasize 

aspects of a character or setting).

3rd Grade Lesson 10

Collaborative discussion; 

expressing and explaining own 

ideas

3.SL.1.d. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacherled) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and

texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. Explain 

their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.

3rd Grade Lesson 1

3rd Grade Lesson 3

3rd Grade Lesson 5

3rd Grade Lesson 6

3rd Grade Lesson 8

Determining main ideas and 

supporting details

3.SL.2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or 

information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally.

3rd Grade Lesson 1

3rd Grade Lesson 7

Spoken report 3.SL.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with 

appropriate facts and relevant descriptive details, speaking clearly at an 

understandable pace.

3rd Grade Lesson 9

Writing over extended time 

frames; research, reflection, 

revision

3.W.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes and audiences.

3rd Grade Lesson 9
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Writing narrative 3.W.3.b. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details and clear event sequences.

3rd Grade Lesson 6

3rd Grade Lesson 9

Recalling or gathering 

information; sorting evidence 

into categories

3.W.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and 

digital sources, take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 

categories.

3rd Grade Lesson 7

3rd Grade Lesson 8

3rd Grade Lesson 9

3rd Grade Lesson 10

Metaphor and simile 4.L.5.a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a 

picture) in context.

4th Grade Lesson 4

Description and detail 4.RL.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or a drama, 

drawing on specific details in the text (e.g. a character’s thoughts, words, 

or actions).

4th Grade Lesson 1

4th Grade Lesson 5

4th Grade Lesson 6

Collaborative discussion 4.SL.1.b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 4th Grade Lesson 9

Collaborative discussion; 

expressing and explaining own 

ideas

4.SL.1.d. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacherled) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and

texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. Review 

the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in 

light of the discussion.

4th Grade Lesson 4

Narrator, character, sequence of 

events

4.W.3.a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator 

and/or characters: organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

4th Grade Lesson 10

Word usage; sequence of events 4.W.3.c Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of 

events.

4th Grade Lesson 3

4th Grade Lesson 10

Word usage 4.W.3.d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences 

and events precisely.

4th Grade Lesson 3

4th Grade Lesson 5

4th Grade Lesson 6

4th Grade Lesson 10

Figurative language; metaphor 

and simile

5.L.5.a. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context 5th Grade Lesson 4
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Relationship/interaction 

between two or more ideas

5.RI.3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, 

events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based 

on specific information in the text (work of art).

5th Grade Lesson 10

6th Grade Lesson 3

Quoting accurately from text 5.RL.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly 

and when drawing inferences from the text.

5th Grade Lesson 1

Metaphor and simile; word 

meaning

5.RL.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.

5th Grade Lesson 1

Collaborative discussion; posing 

and responding to questions

5.SL.1.c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that 

contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others.

5th Grade Lesson 4

5th Grade Lesson 6

5th Grade Lesson 7

6th Grade Lesson 2

Presenting opinion; logical 

sequence of ideas; speaking

5.SL.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically 

and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 

main ideas or themes: speak clearly at an understandable pace.

5th Grade Lesson 6

Presenting opinion; logical 

grouping of ideas

5.W.1.a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an 

organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the 

writer's purpose.

5th Grade Lesson 10

Developing a topic 5.W.2.b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples related to the topic.

5th Grade Lesson 9

Language and vocabulary 5.W.2.d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 

explain the topic.

5th Grade Lesson 9

Narrator, character, event 

sequence

5.W.3.a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator 

and/or characters, organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

5th Grade Lesson 5

6th Grade Lesson 3

Word usage 5.W.3.d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences 

and events precisely.

5th Grade Lesson 5

Editing and revision 5.W.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting or trying a new 

approach. (Students engage in parallel artistic process)

5th Grade Lesson 3
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Summary and paraphrasing; 

providing sources

5.W.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources: summarize or paraphrase 

information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.

5th Grade Lesson 3

5th Grade Lesson 5

Analyzing how an idea is 

introduced, illustrated, 

elaborated on in text

6.RI.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, 

illustrated, and elaborated on in a text (e.g. through examples or 

anecdotes.)

6th Grade Lesson 9

Integrating information 6.RI.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats as well as in 

words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.

6th Grade Lesson 10

Collaborative discussion 6.SL.1.b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and 

define individual roles as needed.

6th Grade Lesson 6

6th Grade Lesson 8

Posing and responding to 

questions 

6.SL.1.c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by 

making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under study.

6th Grade Lesson 6

6th Grade Lesson 8

Paraphrasing 6.SL.1.d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of 

multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.

6th Grade Lesson 6

Using evidence and credible 

sources to support claims

6.W.1.b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible 

sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

6th Grade Lesson 9

6th Grade Lesson 10

Developing a topic 6.W.2.b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples.

6th Grade Lesson 7

Language and vocabulary 6.W.2.d. Use precise language and domain specific vocabulary to inform about or 

explain the topic.

6th Grade Lesson 7
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